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2018 Pumpkin Variety Trial
Nathan R. Johanning, University of Illinois Extension
402 Ava Rd. Murphysboro, IL  62966 njohann@illinois.edu
In 2018, the University of Illinois Extension conducted an observational pumpkin variety trial in 
southern Illinois at the University of Illinois Extension, Ewing Demonstration Center, located in 
Ewing, IL.  The trial was conducted as a part of the 2018 Pumpkin Field Day hosted at the
Center September 6, 2018.  The trial was a single replication including 75 pumpkin, gourd, and 
winter squash varieties divided into 4 categories: Gourds, Pie-sized, Specialty, and Jack
O’Lantern.  Specialty Pumpkins included anything of “carving size” and colors other than orange
(white, red, blue, warted, etc.).  The Jack O’Lantern pumpkins were also grouped as Medium
(under 30 lbs) and Large (over 30 lbs).
Pumpkins were grown in a no-till system, double cropped after winter wheat.  Pumpkin 
transplants were seeded on June 6, 2018 into 72-cell plug trays.  Transplants were planted with a
no-till mechanical transplanter on June 30, July 1 & 2, 2018 into wheat stubble.  Plant spacing
was set based on the category with Gourds and Pie-sized planted at 2.5 ft x 6 ft (between plant x
between row) (15 sq ft/plant), Specialty and Medium Jack O’Lanterns at 4 ft x 6 ft (24 sq 
ft/plant) and Large Jack O’Lanterns at 4 ft x 8 ft (32 sq ft/A).  All plots were 2 rows wide and 40 
ft long.  Prior to planting pumpkins, a burndown application of Gramoxone 2 SL 4 pt/A, Sandea
0.5 oz/A, Reflex 1 pt/A, Dual Magnum 1.33 pt/A, plus Nonionic Surfactant at 0.5% v/v was
applied.  Based on soil test values no additional Phosphorus or Potassium was needed and 60 lbs
Nitrogen as ammonium nitrate was applied as a sidedress on August 1, 2018.  Select Max was
applied for grass control at 16 fl oz/A on August 1, 2018 with 0.25% v/v nonionic surfactant.  
Protectant fungicide and insecticide applications were made every 7-14 days throughout August
and early September based on recommendations from the Midwest Vegetable Production Guide
ID-56.
Observational harvest data (number of fruit, weight and notes on color, shape and other
characteristics) were collected in late September by harvesting a subsample within the center of
each plot, representing the area of 5 plants at the given plant spacing for that variety.  These data 
are summarized in the table and photos later in this report.
There are many factors, including yield, shape, size, and color to consider in variety selection
and most especially what would be marketable in your region through your marketing outlets.
Many thanks to all of the seed companies listed for their seed donations for this trial and to my
colleagues, Bronwyn Aly, Elizabeth Wahle, Julie Zakes, Marc Lamczyk, Katie Bell, Maggie 
Ray, Talon Becker, and Laurie George for all of their help in planting, maintenance, and harvest!






      
        
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
 
      
      
      
       
      
      
      
      
      
      
       
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
 
      
      
      
      
      
       
      
      














1 Apprentice HM 1.0 9.6 Orange
2 Autumn Wings - Small SW 0.4 11.8 Variegated
3 Crunchkin HM 0.5 7.6 Orange
4 Daisy Gourds *EPF 0.4 11.0 Variegated
Galaxy of Stars RU 0.3 14.6 Variegated
6 Gizmo RU 1.6 6.6 Variegated
7 Gold Speck F1 RU 0.5 10.2 Orange
8 Munchkin HM 0.4 13.2 Orange
9 WeeeeeOne RU 0.5 11.2 Orange
Pie-Size
Baby Bumps NZ 3.5 3.2 Orange w/warts
11 Baby Wrinkles SK 6.4 0.8 Orange
12 Bisbee Gold RU 5.7 1.6 Dark Orange
13 Cannon Ball HM 3.1 1.8 Dark Orange
14 Chucky NZ 2.5 5.0 Orange
Darling AC 4.9 3.4 Dark Orange
16 Early Abundance AC 5.3 1.6 Dark Orange
17 Fall Splendor Plus SK 4.8 2.0 Dark Orange
18 Field Trip HM 3.1 2.0 Dark Orange
19 Jack Sprat SK 2.3 3.4 Dark Orange
Miniwarts HM 2.5 3.8 Orange/green warts
21 Mystic Plus HM 4.5 1.2 Dark Orange
22 Pick-A-Pie RU 4.3 2.6 Dark Orange
23 RPX 6880 RU 4.8 2.4 Dark Orange
24 Snowball NZ 1.9 7.2 White
Sunlight NZ 3.7 2.8 Yellow
26 Tiffany NZ 3.0 3.8 Dark Orange
27 Toad SK 1.6 5.4 Orange w/warts
28 Touch of Autumn RU 2.2 4.0 Dark Orange
29 Warty Gnome HM 2.8 3.6 Orange/cream variegated
Specialty Pumpkins
Autumn Buckskin SW 14.8 1.4 Tan
31 Blue Doll SW 12.8 0.6 Blue
32 Cinderella SW 16.4 2.0 Red
33 Fairytale SW 22.9 1.0 Tan
34 HSC151 NZ 9.9 2.0 Green/orange (naked seed)
Knucklehead NZ 13.2 2.4 Orange
36 Marina Di Chioggia SW 7.6 0.6 Blue Warted
37 Moonshine NZ 5.8 1.4 White
38 New England Cheddar RU 12.2 2.0 Tan
   
  





       
       
      
      
      
      
      
 
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
       
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
 
      
      
       
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      














39 One Too Many RU 21.0 1.2 White w/ red/orange veins
RPX 6229 RU 10.2 3.4 Tan (Pepo Type)
41 RPX 6890 RU 10.5 2.6 Orange w/ green warts
42 RPX 6927 RU 7.3 1.2 White
43 Specter HM 13.8 1.6 White w/some warts
44 Warty Goblin HM 12.3 0.8 Orange w/green warts
White Flat Boer Ford SK 11.9 0.8 White
Medium Jack O’Lantern (Under 30 lbs)
46 Ares HM 20.9 0.6 Dark Orange
47 Bayhorse Gold RU 15.1 1.2 Dark Orange
48 Carrie NZ 13.9 1.6 Dark Orange
49 Cracker Jack SK 10.6 1.0 Dark Orange
Eagle City Gold RU 14.6 2.2 Dark Orange
51 Early Prince AC 10.4 1.6 Dark Orange
52 Jason SW 13.1 0.8 Orange
53 Kratos HM 16.3 1.2 Dark Orange
54 Magic Wand HM 13.9 1.6 Dark Orange
Orange Sunrise HM 16.8 1.2 Orange
56 Rhea HM 16.9 1.4 Dark Orange
57 RPX 5588 RU 13.1 0.8 Dark Orange
58 RPX 6208 RU 14.7 3.2 Dark Orange
59 RPX 6209 RU 14.0 1.6 Dark Orange
Secretariat SW 14.8 1.4 Dark Orange
61 Spartan SK 18.1 1.4 Dark Orange
62 Thor SK 16.6 1.0 Dark Orange
63 Zeus HM 13.9 1.2 Dark Orange
Large Jack O’Lantern (Over 30 lbs)
64 Bellatrix RU 16.3 1.2 Dark Orange
Big Doris NZ 27.9 1.2 Dark Orange
66 Big Lorettta NZ 35.3 0.6 Dark Orange
67 Cronus HM 24.2 0.4 Dark Orange
68 Early Giant AC 32.8 1.0 Dark Orange
69 Early King AC 21.3 1.2 Dark Orange
Hulk SK 24.8 1.0 Dark Orange
71 RPX 6851 RU 18.6 0.6 Dark Orange
72 RPX 6879 RU 25.6 1.0 Light Orange
73 RPX 6903 RU 26.3 1.4 Light Orange, some warts
74 SPU 13118 SK 28.3 0.6 Dark Orange
Tallon HM 23.7 1.0 Dark Orange























Gold Speck F1 Munchkin
WeeeeeOne
Pie-Size










Bisbee Gold Cannon Ball
Chucky Darling
























Touch of Autumn Warty Gnome









Autumn Buckskin Blue Doll
Cinderella Fairytale
HSC151 Knucklehead









Marina Di Chioggia Moonshine
New England Cheddar One Too Many





   





Warty Goblin White Flat Boer Ford
Medium Jack O’ Lantern (Under 30 lbs)
Ares Bayhorse Gold








Medium Jack O’ Lantern (Under 30 lbs)
Carrie Cracker Jack










Medium Jack O’ Lantern (Under 30 lbs)
Magic Wand Orange Sunrise 
Rhea RPX 5588
RPX 6208 RPX 6209








Medium Jack O’ Lantern (Under 30 lbs)
Secretariat Spartan
Thor Zeus
Large Jack O’ Lantern (Over 30 lbs)
Bellatrix Big Doris
   
  






Large Jack O’ Lantern (Over 30 lbs)
Big Loretta Cronus










Large Jack O’ Lantern (Over 30 lbs)
RPX 6879 RPX 6903
SPU 13118 Tallon
